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Section:  
Location:  
Term:  
 
Instructor:  
Contact:  
Office Location:  
Office Hours: 9:30 – 11am MWF,  or by appointment 
 
Course Description  
This course introduces you to the techniques and processes essential to the actor’s craft. 
Whether you have acted before or are exploring it for the first time, this course expands 
your expressive capabilities, hones your imagination, and enhances your spontaneity as 
you acquire the tools for developing a character and a basic narrative. In this class, we 
engage in physical and vocal exercises, improvisation, monologues and/or scene work. 
 
Learning Goals 

• Develop interpersonal communication skills and experience performing before an 
audience. 

• Apply a basic vocabulary for the craft of acting and performance. (Learning 
Objective for BA in Theatre) 

• Demonstrate the ability to function effectively as part of a collaborative process. 
(Learning Objective for BA in Theatre) 

• Analyze a dramatic text based on an understanding of given circumstances and 
objectives. 

• Demonstrate physical specificity and clarity in performing a scene or monologue. 
• Deepen your appreciation of the actor’s craft and the art of theatre. 

 
Course Objectives 
After completing this course, students should understand and be able to demonstrate the 
following: 

• Voice and speech work that incorporates clarity of thought and a basic awareness 
of breath and operative words. 

• Movement that incorporates kinesthetic awareness, physical responsiveness, 
collaboration, and a basic knowledge of stage directions (stage right, stage left, 
upstage, downstage, on- stage, off-stage). � 

• Basic memorization skills. 
• Dramatic performance based on text analysis, the pursuit of objectives, 

responsiveness to a scene partner and to changes in tactics and beats. 
• An appreciation of the acting process and the work of actors. 
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Program Outcomes  
This course fulfills the Fine Arts distribution of the Cultural Knowledge requirement and 
is required for the major. 
 
Required Student Resources 
To demonstrate your comprehension of course concepts, you are required to attend two 
university productions IN THEIR ENTIRETY and write response papers to each. Your 
instructor will specify the topics. These papers must be 3-5 pages (750-1250 words) typed, 
double-spaced, in 1” margins and 12-point font. The two university productions you will 
attend this semester are: 
 
The Woman in Black, October 3-6, and 8 in the Lupin Theater 
And 
Arturo Ui, November 14-17 and 19 in the Lupin Theater 
 
Your course fee has covered the cost of these tickets and you instructor will issue you a 
ticket voucher that is redeemable for one ticket per production. It is your responsibility to 
get tickets as soon as they are available. Shows often sell out. Please get your tickets in a 
prompt fashion. If you miss the production, you will receive a zero for the assignment. 
 
There are no required texts for this course. However, your instructor may post material 
on Canvas or distribute texts in class, which you will be responsible for reading. 
 
 
Evaluation Procedures and Grading Criteria 
 
Your final grade will be based on your participation in class activity, your performance on 
the midterm, the final and your scores on the response papers.  
 
Percentage Breakdown: 

Participation and Engagement 30% 
Midterm: 20%  
First Response Paper 12.5% 
Second Response Paper 12.5%  
Final: 25% 

 
The performance aspect of your midterm and final will be evaluated by the following 
rubric: 

Evidence of rehearsal 
Memorization 
Specificity and consistency of choices 
Clear storytelling 
Improvement 
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Grades are assigned based upon the ten-point grading scale:    
    B+ 87-89.99 C+ 77-79.99 D+ 67-69.99     
A 93-100 B 83-86.99 C 73-76.99 D 63-66.99 F 0-59.99 
A- 90-92.99 B- 80-82.99 C- 70-72.99 D- 60-62.99   
 
Course Requirements 
PARTICIPATE  
Participation is a major percentage of your grade and factors significantly into what you 
will gain from this class. All of the following are part of your participation grade:  

• BEING FOCUSED, WILLING, AND ENTHUSIASTIC in every class activity. 
• BEING RESPECTFUL to your fellow classmates. Acting requires one to be 

vulnerable and take risks. This can only happen in environment of acceptance 
and supportiveness. A negative or cynical attitude will not be tolerated. 

• WEARING APPROPRIATE CLOTHING that you can move around in—if this 
means changing for class, you must do so. We will be doing movement everyday, so 
don’t wear clothes that restrict your movement. Sweats and athletic clothes are 
best. Your clothing should also include foundation garments with strong support. 

• ATTENDING ALL CLASSES AND ARRIVING ON TIME—See attendance 
policy below. 

• TURNING IN WORK ON TIME—Respect all deadlines and be ready to 
perform on your assigned day. 

• No one in this class is permitted to: 
• Chew gum or bring food or drink into class—with the singular exception of 

water in a bottle with a cap. 
• Wear large jewelry that can get caught on clothes/other people,  
• USE A CELL PHONE AT ANYTIME— Texting and/or fiddling with your 

phone during class is completely unacceptable. You may be marked absent for 
using a cellphone in class. Ringing or vibrating phones are an unacceptable 
disruption to an acting class. If you have an emergency and need to keep your 
phone on, please let your instructor know before class begins. 

 
REHEARSE 
This is a three-credit class and you are expected to spend 6-9 hours per week on out of 
class work.  
 
COMPLETE ALL ASSIGNMENTS 

• Daily Activities: You will routinely engage in exercises and in-class 
performances. Be ready to perform on the day set by your instructor. If you are 
absent or unprepared when you are scheduled to perform, you will receive a zero 
for the assignment.  
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• Response Papers: For the two Tulane performances listed above you will write 
a 3-5 page (750-1250 word) response paper. Further guidelines will be announced 
by your instructor.  

• Midterm Project: You will present a neutral scene or monologue for your 
midterm. The project will include a written component of 500-1000 words with 
guidelines specified by your instructor.  

• Final Performance: Your work for the semester will culminate in a final scene 
or monologue. You will present your work in progress in the weeks leading up to 
the final exam. This project should demonstrate your grasp of the techniques and 
concepts explored in this course. The written component of the final performance 
will be 750-1250 words. 

 
Course Policies 
Absences: You are expected to be at every class on time and ready to participate. 
 
You are allowed three (3) absences (excused or unexcused) for Monday-Wednesday-
Friday classes,  
 

On your first absence beyond the allowance, you drop 1/3 of a letter grade—so A to A-. 
On your second absence beyond the allowance, you drop 2/3 of a letter grade—so A- to 
B. On the third absence beyond the allowance and thereafter, you drop a full letter so B 
to C, C to D.  
 
 

After seven (7) absences in Monday-Wednesday-Friday classes you cannot receive a 
passing grade.   
 

After three (3) absences in the Monday-Wednesday-Friday classes, your instructor will 
send out an Academic Warning alerting you that your grade will drop upon the next 
absence. 
 
An absence is excused only in the case of medical or family emergency and 
documentation must be provided. Check with the instructor BEFORE you take an 
absence for grounds other than illness or emergency.  
 
Absences should not fall on days you are scheduled to perform. Following a performance 
schedule is an important part of this class and a core ethic of theatrical practice. Any 
conflict you foresee must be communicated to your instructor immediately. If you are 
absent the day you are scheduled to perform you may receive a failing grade on the 
assignment. In cases of family or medical emergency, provide your instructor with 
documentation so the absence can be excused and your performance can be rescheduled.   
 
PLEASE NOTE: Excused absences are still absences and while your instructor may 
reschedule a performance, and excused absence will still count as part of your absence 
quota. 
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PLEASE ALSO NOTE: Absences cannot be erased by doing an additional assignment 
or extra work outside the curriculum.  
 
Lateness: Lateness is not permitted. Three (3) late arrivals (arriving five or more 
minutes after the start time) constitute one absence. If you are traveling a great distance to 
class and anticipate periodic tardiness, talk to your instructor to make special 
arrangements. If you feel your lateness to class on a particular day was unavoidable, you 
have until the end of the next class period to make this known, in writing, to the 
instructor. 
 
Late work: Submit all written work by the assigned due date. Your instructor may 
reduce your grade for turning in a paper late or not accept it after so many days past the 
deadline.   
 
Classroom etiquette and activities: Please respect the space. Acting classes share 
rooms and students are expected to return them to an orderly condition before leaving. 
One of the goals of this class is to create an environment of inclusiveness built on 
RESPECT and TRUST. To that end any form of bullying, harassment or disrespect will 
not be tolerated. Your instructor reserves the right to ask you to leave the class (and be 
marked absent for the day) if your behavior is hurtful to anyone in the room. Many 
exercises in this class require movement and physical contact. While this is meant to be 
creative and educational, it can also be challenging and unfamiliar.  
 

DISCLAIMER! YOU CAN SAY NO! 
 

In order to provide proper instruction in developing the vocal and physical technique of 
the actor, physical contact may be made. This includes but is not limited to: 
• Postural Adjustment • Physical Support • Assisted Release of Tension • 
If physical contact is undesired or becomes uncomfortable, please inform the instructor 
immediately. 
 
ADA/Accessibility Statement  
Any students with disabilities or other needs, who need special accommodations in this 
course, are invited to share these concerns or requests with the instructor and should 
contact Goldman Center for Student Accessibility: http://accessibility.tulane.edu or 
504.862.8433. 
 
Code of Academic Conduct  
The Code of Academic Conduct applies to all undergraduate students, full-time and part-
time, in Tulane University. Tulane University expects and requires behavior compatible 
with its high standards of scholarship. By accepting admission to the university, a student 
accepts its regulations (Code of Academic Conduct: http://tulane.edu/college/code.cfm, 
Code of Student Conduct: http://tulane.edu/studentaffairs/conduct/code.cfm) and 
acknowledges the right of the university to take disciplinary action, including suspension 
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or expulsion, for conduct judged unsatisfactory or disruptive. Tulane’s Code of Academic 
Conduct is very specific regarding academic honesty:  

In all work submitted for academic credit, students are expected to represent 
themselves honestly. The presence of a student's name on any work submitted in 
completion of an academic assignment is considered to be an assurance that the 
work and ideas are the result of the student's own intellectual effort, stated in his 
or her own words, and produced independently, unless clear and explicit 
acknowledgment of the sources for the work and ideas is included (with the use of 
quotation marks when quoting someone else's words). This principle applies to 
papers, tests, homework assignments, artistic productions, laboratory reports, 
computer programs, and other assignments. 

Please read the Code of Academic Conduct in its entirety and at the website listed above 
and understand that its principles apply to this class. Lack of familiarity with the code or 
with the precise application of its principles to any specific instance is not an excuse for 
noncompliance with it. 
 
Title IX 
Tulane University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect 
for all people. As such, Tulane is committed to providing an environment free of all forms 
of discrimination including sexual and gender-based discrimination, harassment, and 
violence like sexual assault, intimate partner violence, and stalking. If you (or someone 
you know) has experienced or is experiencing these types of behaviors, know that you are 
not alone. Resources and support are available: you can learn more at 
http://www.titleix.tulane.edu/. Any and all of your communications on these matters 
will be treated as either “Confidential” or “Private” as explained in the chart below. 
Please know that if you choose to confide in your instructor, he or she is mandated by the 
university to report to the Title IX Coordinator as Tulane and your instructor want to be 
sure you are connected with all the support the university can offer. You do not need to 
respond to outreach from the university if you do not want to. 
 
Confidential Private 

Except in extreme circumstances, 
involving imminent danger to one’s self 
or others, nothing will be shared 
without your explicit permission. 

Conversations are kept as confidential as 
possible, but information is shared with key 
staff members so the University can offer 
resources and accommodations and take 
action if necessary for safety reasons. 

Counseling & Psychological Services 
(CAPS) | (504) 314-2277 or 
The Line (24/7) | (504) 264-6074 

Case Management & Victim Support Services 
| (504) 314-2160 or srss@tulane.edu  
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Student Health Center | (504) 865-
5255 

Tulane University Police (TUPD) | Uptown - 
(504) 865-5911.  Downtown – (504) 988-5531 

Sexual Aggression Peer Hotline and 
Education (SAPHE) | (504) 654-9543 
  

Title IX Coordinator | (504) 314-2160 or 
msmith76@tulane.edu 
  

 
 

Addendum 
 
Recommended Texts: 
 
The Fervent Years by Harold Clurman 
Advice to the Players by Robert Lewis 
Acting Class, Take a Seat by Milton Katselas 
Dreams Into Action by Milton Katselas 
The Art Spirit by Robert Henri 
Free Play by Stephen Nachmanovitch 
The War of Art by Stephen Pressfield 
 
 
Additional Assigned papers: 
 
Two Reflection papers are due this semester turned in online (Canvas). Due Dates are 
Sept. 29 and November 10. These papers are to be no more than 500 words and are to 
reflect your understanding of the work in the class so far. A prompt sheet for this paper 
will be handed out in class two weeks before it is due. The grades for these short 
reflections will be part of your Participation/Engagement grade.  
 
“There is a vitality, a life force, a quickening that is translated through you into action, and 
because there is only one of you in all time, the expression is unique.  
And, if you block it, it will never exist through any other medium and be lost. The world will not 
have it. It is not yoru business to determine how good it is nor how valuable it is nor how it 
compares with other expressions. 
It is your business to keep it yours clearly and directly, to keep the channel open. You do not even 
have to believe in yourself or your work.  You have to keep open and aware directly to the urges 
that motivate you.  Keep the channel open… No artist is pleased… 
 
There is no satisfaction whatever at anytime. There is only a queer, divine dissatisfaction, a 
blessed unrest that keeps us marching and makes us more alive than the others.” 

 -Martha Graham to Agnes DeMille 
 
 
Daily Participation Grades 
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Participation points ranging from 0 to 5.0 are recorded after every class based on the 
criteria listed below. Everyone present at the beginning of class will automatically receive 
a 3.0. Your score will increase or decrease depending on how you meet these criteria: 

• Arrive promptly, dress in appropriate clothing and be ready to work. 
• Participate in all activities with eagerness and enthusiasm.  
• Offer constructive feedback and insightful comments when appropriate. 
• Demonstrate focus and complete engagement in all warm-up exercises. 
• Demonstrate an eagerness to learn from activities and volunteer when necessary. 
• Do not engage in side conversations, cell phone use or other distractions.  

Here are some factors that will lower your participation score: 
• Late arrival to class. 
• Ignoring the dress code—wearing restrictive clothing, flip-flops, jewelry etc. 
• Not fully engaging in warm-up activities and simply “going through the motions” 

with little or no commitment. 
• Using a cell phone or doing work from another class (this results in a participation 

score of zero for the day). 
• Engaging in exercises on a superficial level and not demonstrating a willingness to 

fully explore a class exercise. 
• Engaging in side conversations or otherwise demonstrating a lack of interest in 

class activities. 
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Course Calendar 

 
Week 1  August 31 
In Class:  Syllabus and intros 
Homework:  Find Monologues/Read Assigned Text (Canvas) 
 
Week 2  September 5, 7  
In Class:  Begin Exercises 
Homework:   
 
Week 3  September 12, 14  
In Class:  Exercises/text  
Homework:   
 
Week 4  September 19, 21 
In Class:  Exercises/text 
Homework:   
   
Week 5  September 26, 28 
In Class:  Exeercises/text  
Homework:  Rehearse Monologues (6-9 hours per week)  
Reflection Paper Due Sept. 29 
 
Week 6  October 3, 5 
The Woman in Black, October 3-6, and 8 in the Lupin Theater 
In Class:  Exercises/ Monologues  
Homework:  Rehearse 6-9 hours  
     
Week 7  October 10, 12  
In Class:  MidTerms, Final Project assigned   
Homework:  Begin memorization of scenes/  
Midterm Paper Response to 1st show - Due October 11.  
 
10/12-15  FALL BREAK  
     
Week 8  October 17, 19 
In Class:  Exercises/text   
Homework: Prep Exercises/Scenes (6-9 Hours) 
 
Week 9  October 24, 26 
In Class: Exercises/text 
Homework:  Rehearse Scenes (6-9 hours) 
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Week 10  October 31, November 2 
In Class: Exercises/text 
Homework: Rehearse Scenes (6-9 hours) 
   
Week 11  November 7, 9 
In Class:  Exercises/text 
Homework:  Rehearse Scenes (6-9 hours)  
Reflection Paper Due November 10 
 
Week 12  November 14, 16 
2nd show, November 14-17 and 19 in the Theater  
In Class:  Exercises/text 
Homework: Rehearse Scenes (6-9 hours) 
   
Week 13  November 21 
In Class:  Exercises/Text/Evaluations 
Homework: Rehearse Scenes (6-9 hours) 
   
Week 14  November 28, November 30 
In Class:  Rehearse Scenes 
Homework: Rehearse Scenes (6-9 hours) 
 
Weeks 15  December 5, 7 
In Class: Final Projects 
Homework: Final Paper (2nd Show)  Due December 10  
 
Final Exam: 
 
NOTE: This syllabus and calendar are subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. 
You are responsible for making updates and adjustments. 
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Contract 
 
By signing below, I understand the goals, objectives and expectations of the class as stated 
above. I also understand that this is an activity class requiring daily participation. I will 
abide by the policies of this course, including the absence and lateness policy. 
 
 
________________________________ 
(signature) 
 
 
_______________________________  
(print name) 
 
 
_______________________________ 
(date) 
 


