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From “archy and mehitabel,” 1927 

 
boss i am disappointed in 
some of your readers they 
are always asking how does 
archy work the shift so as to get a 
new line or how does archy do 
this or do that they 
are always interested in technical 
details when the main question is 
whether the stuff is 
literature or not 
i wish you would leave 
that book of george moores on 
the floor 
mehitabel the cat and i want to 
read it i have discovered that 
mehitabel s soul formerly inhabited a 
human also at least that 
is what mehitabel is claiming these 
days it may be she got jealous of 
my prestige anyhow she and 
i have been talking it over in a 
friendly way who were you 
mehitabel i asked her i was 
cleopatra once she said well i said i 
suppose you lived in a palace you bet 
she said and what lovely fish dinners 
we used to have and licked her chops 

mehitabel would sell her soul for 
a plate of fish any day i told her i thought 
you were going to say you were 
the favorite wife of the emperor 
valerian he was some cat nip eh 
mehitabel but she did not get me 
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