
 
 

DRAMA 201C Graduate Voice  Fall 'xDatex 
Instructor:  Cynthia Bassham 

Contact Info:   xPhonex / xEmailx 
Office Hours:  W 12-1 PM and by appointment 

Class Time:  T TH 2:00- 2:50PM 
Room:   Nixon Theatre 

 
 
Course Description: 
 
This class covers a lot of material—creating work, looking at some possible blocks before you 
go into the process of showcase and beyond, and it's also about celebrating the mastery of your 
vocal instrument.   
 
The framework for the quarter is that you will develop and present a 5-minute performance 
piece. This is an opportunity for you to explore where you came from, who you are, who you 
wish to be, what you know, what you’re curious about, and what matters to you. The final 
project may contain some self-scripted material—perhaps in languages other than English.  It 
may include poems, songs, and stories.   
 
An emphasis will be placed on making the final product as theatrical and fully realized as 
possible—creating a very personal piece that is a reflection and an embodiment of all the work 
you have done in the last two years.   

 
Objectives: 
• To increase the awareness of the function of your body in breath and voice. 
• To deepen the sense of the connection between breath and communicative energy. 
• To gain greater vocal freedom. 
• To take ownership of the work and create a vibrant personal performance. 

 
Classroom Policies: 
• No gum chewing or eating are allowed in the class. 
• Any drinks must be in a non spill container. 
• Remove all jewelry which may interfere with classwork.  This includes any tongue or lip 

jewelry.  
• Wear clothing that permits you to move freely and comfortably.  

 
E-mail: 
It is necessary for you to regularly check your UCI email account. If you regularly use a web-
based mail service configure it to retrieve your UCI mail as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Grading: 
I will evaluate you daily on your progress toward the stated objectives of the course. Grading is 
based on how well you assimilate the work of the exercises into your daily, in-class work and 
finally, how far you've come by the end of the quarter. 
 
25%  Vocal variety 
20%  Ability to destructure for vocal and creative freedom.   
20%  Ability to structure for focus, power, and presence 
20%  Final presentation 
15%*  Professionalism 
 
* In all of your work in this program you are required to maintain standards of behavior as 
expected in the profession. This aspect of your work will be assessed as 15% of your final grade, 
however serious misbehavior affecting the education of your classmates could result in further 
lowering of your grade. 
 
Attendance/Lateness: 
In this course, as in all of your core courses, there are no permissible absences except for 
verifiable illness, or for personal emergencies that are approved by the Head of Acting. 
Unexcused absences or habitual tardiness will result in the lowering of your grade. 

Journals 
Keeping a weekly or even daily journal, though not required, is heartily encouraged.  During this 
quarter you may even find it useful to do “Morning Pages” as in The Artist’s Way.  Often this 
can help grease the wheels of creativity.  You may find that some of what you write actually 
makes it into the final draft of your pieces.  Beyond this, keeping a record of what you do in class 
and how the work affects your life and craft is very important.  It’s quite probable that someday 
you’ll want to remember what you did and discovered during this time.  Plus, the very act of 
writing tends to make you take a deeper look at the work and helps you organize your 
impressions into the larger context of being a theatre artist.   

Readiness 
Please bring notebook/writing paper/assignments/written material to every class.  You never 
know when you’re going to want to refer to it.  Dress ready to move and be physically awake.  
Be mentally active and focused.  Help yourself get the most out of this class.  It is entirely for 
you. 

“Homework” 
The assignments are given to provide a framework so that the project doesn’t feel too 
overwhelming and to give a source of structured exploration.  You’ll notice that they are all 
loaded into the first half the quarter during the content-generating phase.  I heartily recommend 
that you create your own “assignments”—based on exercises in voice (and other classes) over 
the last two years, other sources, or make up your own from scratch.  I believe that if you devote 
10 minutes or so a day towards this project, beyond what’s required, that you will be happily 
surprised by the amount of content you’ll generate and by the ease of the process. 

Schedule Note 

There will be no class on Thanksgiving.  There is no formal Final Examination during final’s 
week.  However, the final presentation of your piece will be considered as the equivalent.  



Course Schedule 
(Subject to change) 
 
Prologue: Beginning to Begin 

Sept. 22 Course objectives, syllabus, and exercises  

Assignment 1 (due Sept. 27):  

1. Get a large piece of paper and plenty of colorful pens, pencils, or crayons and draw a circle with 
your name in the center of the paper.  Draw circles with names of “family” members inside.  The 
closer the circle is to your name circle, the closer the family member is to you.  The larger the 
circle, the more important is the family member to you. 

2. Draw a circle with your name in the center of the paper.  Draw circles with the elements of your 
heritage in surrounding circles.  Elements may be cities of your birth, places you grew up, 
ancestry of close and distant relatives, heritage or culture of someone who has had profound 
influence in your life, a culture that draws your interest or passion.  The closer the circle is to 
your name circle, the closer the element is to you.  The larger the circle, the more important is the 
element to you. 

Week One: Heritage 

Sept. 27 Share sociograms 

Assignment 2 (due Sept. 29):  

Prior to Thursday, go through the entire destructuring sequence with your sociograms nearby to refer to in 
case you need.  Think through the process of working on them, sharing them.  See how the images land 
on you and where it leads you physically/vocally.  Explore words/songs.  On Thursday, bring in 
something that resonates from the work.   May be a song, a poem, some text you found, some text you 
wrote.  Might just be separate words/images that feel like a direction you’d be interested in exploring.  Be 
prepared to share with the group. 

Sept. 29 Share inspiration from sociograms  

Week Two: Self  

Oct. 4 How do you see yourself?  How do others see you? 

In-class Exercise  

While destructuring, finding words/images that reflect who you are and what you present to the world.  
Even what challenges you experience.  Then find a destructuring position to do the same for each of your 
classmates and reflect on who they are.  Write these down.  Then be prepared to share some of these 
descriptors.   

Assignment 3 (due Oct. 6):  

Prior to Thursday, go through the entire destructuring sequence with your list of descriptors close at hand.  
Think through the process of working on them, sharing them.  See how the images land on you and where 
it leads you physically/vocally.  Explore words/songs.  On Thursday, bring in something that resonates 
from the work.   May be a song, a poem, some text you found, some text you wrote.  Might just be 
separate words/images that feel like a direction you’d be interested in exploring.  Be prepared to share 
with the group. 

Oct. 6 Share inspiration from self-reflections 



Week Three: Career/Future Dreams 

Oct. 11 Career meditation/destructuring 

Assignment 4 (due Oct. 13):  

For Thursday, bring in at least 30 seconds of written notes based on career exploration.  Have this be as 
raw (meaning unfinished) as you like.   

Oct. 13 Career thoughts shared.  Word/Gesture Exercise  

Assignment 5 (due Oct. 18):  

For Tuesday, develop a crafted one-minute piece that incorporates the words, images, physicality, etc. of 
what you worked on in class using the technique of word/gesture.  Be prepared to share in class. 

Week Four:  Getting Physical  

Oct. 18 Present pieces 

Oct. 20 Reflection on pieces 

Assignment 6 (due Oct. 25):  
Create a rough draft of your final presentation.  Doesn’t mean you can’t make 
some changes as you continue, but now we start to shape what you’ve created. 

Week Five: Reviewing Structuring 

Oct. 25 Structuring Exercises 

Oct. 27 Applying structuring to pieces 

Week Six: Reviewing Vocal Variety 

Nov. 1 Variety Exercises 

Nov. 3  Applying variety to pieces 

Week Seven: Final Sharing 

Nov. 8 In-class presentation of each final draft piece  

Nov. 10 In-class presentation of each final draft piece continued 

Week Eight:  Final Shaping  

Nov. 15 Decide on order of pieces and rough out transitions 

Nov. 17 Cue-to-cue 

Week Nine: “Tech” 

Nov. 22 We’ll do a run of sorts and figure out trouble spots 
Nov. 24 Thanksgiving—no class 

Assignment 7 (due Dec. 1):  

Send me the final draft of the text you’ll be using. 

Week Ten: Performance & Evaluation 

Nov. 29 “Dress” Rehearsal 

Nov. 30 Public presentation, 10-10:50, STU 5 

Dec. 1 Chat about the process and results  


