
DRAMA 206 VOICE/MOVEMENT DYNAMICS XDateX 
 

Instructors: 
Professor Cynthia Bassham –xemailx 

Professor Annie Loui – xemailx 
Professor Phil Thompson – xemailx 

(Please consult our other syllabi for office hours.) 
Class hours: Studio Five, M – Th 10:00-10:45AM 

 
      
The voice/movement Dynamics class is the only course in the Core curriculum for MFA actors in which all 
graduate actors participate together. It consists of exercise material in the areas of voice production, 
articulation skills, and movement conditioning exercises, which the instructors consider are most beneficial 
when explored on a daily basis. Monday through Thursday, the Dynamics class begins the training day in the 
graduate acting program. 

On Mondays, the entire class will be devoted to an extended voice/speech session; on Thursdays the focus will 
be an extended movement session. On Tuesdays and Wednesdays the time will be divided between the two, 
with a movement session followed by voice/speech. 

Because the Dynamics class ends with a short period devoted to announcements by faculty and graduate 
students, the exercise sessions will end at 10:45. In order for the requisite material to be covered each day, it is 
imperative that students be prepared to begin work promptly at 10:00AM, with the space prepared for work. 
Students will help with studio maintenance by sweeping the floor; sweeping must be completed before 
10:00AM.   

There is a second component of the Dynamics course. All graduate actors are required to work out at the 
Recreation Center on campus at least twice per week, for a total of 20 required sessions per quarter. A sign-
in book is available at the front desk of the rec center; each time you work out you should initial the 
appropriate space for that date next to your name.  The only time this requirement is waived is if you are taking 
a dance class (verified in writing from your instructor) or if you are injured and are going to physical therapy 
(which entails a doctor’s note to us stating that you need physical therapy, and cannot go to the gym).   

Spring Quarter 
During Spring A, requirements are same as above (this includes 3rd Year, except while away during 
Showcase).  During Spring B, unless you’ve received permission to be away from campus, 1st and 2nd year 
need to go the gym three times a week, and there will be no classroom component of the course.   

Grading 
Drama 206 is graded entirely on attendance, punctuality, and focused active participation. Students begin with 
a hypothetical “A,” and are allowed 3 unexcused absences from Dynamics during each quarter. The instructors 
strongly suggest that these absences be reserved for times when the actor feels ill or for those inevitable 
moments of production overload, possibly during tech week of a production. Students receive only those three 
absences before the grade starts to go down. Excused absences are rarely granted and require a written 
statement from a physician or prior permission from the instructors and the Head of Acting in the case of 
verifiable personal emergency. For each absence beyond the three permitted, an actor’s grade will go down by 
one letter-grade unit, e.g. from A to A-. Two tardies count as one absence. If an actor exceeds six absences, the 
grade will fall to a B- or lower, which means that the actor (for a “first offense”) may be placed on academic 
probation by the Head of Acting and the Chair of Drama. It is possible for frequent absences from Drama 206 
to cause dismissal from the MFA program; in fact, this has happened. 

Similarly, failure to work out at the rec center for the required sessions per quarter will cause the grade to 
lower, (each missed visit counts as half a letter grade unit, equivalent to a tardy in Dynamics) and may cause 
the actor to be placed on probation. 

Dress 
Actors must be dressed appropriately for an exercise class in attire that will permit complete freedom of 
movement and allow the actor to assume any position—however indecorous—without constriction or 
embarrassment. 


